






Word was received that Ken 
Hayes, Class of 1958, went 
home to be with the Lord 
over a year ago on January 
21, 2007. Ken was a mem-
ber of the Men’s Glee Club 

and Bob Barber’s choir when 
he was a student at Portland 
Christian High.

Ray Wickham, Class of 1966, passed away unexpect-
edly on May 11, 2008. When the Lord called Ray home, 
he was serving as the bookkeeper for Crossroads Chris-
tian School in Portland. Just a week prior to his death, 
Ray spent a week at the coast with his wife, Joanne, his 
children and grandchildren. “We are so glad that Ray 
got to spend this special time 
with his precious family,” a 
spokesperson for the family 
said.
During his years as a student 
at PCHS, Ray was known 
as a diligent, kind and quiet 
student. His Junior year was 
spent at Bob Jones Academy 
before returning to finish 
his senior year and graduate 
from Portland Christian High 
School.
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At a luncheon on June 6th, three PCES teachers 
officially retired amidst accolades of applause, testimo-
nies, laughter, and tears. Principal, Bill Buck addressed 
the ES faculty, staff, administrators from the business 
office and high school and our honored guests. He said, 
“Change is hard for all of us and it will be very hard 
for those of us left here to see them leave after so many 
years of faithful service to this school. Perhaps it will be 
most difficult for those colleagues who are so very close 
to these women. Year after year, parents and children 
have looked forward to having Mrs. Hoffman in kinder-
garten or Mrs. Andrus-Padilla in the 4th grade or Miss 
Lewis in second.” “While change has come for us, it has 
come for them as well. We will all be praying for these 
faithful ones as they leave here. They know they are 
always welcome back in the familiar halls and class-

rooms of Portland Christian 
Elementary School.”

Honoring Janice Hoff-
man, Cheryl Bonnett shared 
how her students in grade 
1B, wrote poems and drew 

pictures that reminded them 
of their year in Mrs. Hoff-
man’s kindergarten class. 

Penny Duncan, long 
time friend of Kay Andrus 

Padilla, shared many stories about her special col-
league. Perhaps in the most poignant story of the lun-
cheon, leaving not a dry eye in the room, Penny shared 
that in the year 2000, she lost her husband to cancer 
while Kay gained her husband, Dan. In 2006-2007, Kay 
took the year off from teaching after being diagnosed 
with breast cancer. Doing well now, Kay believes the 
Lord would have her retire at this time to enjoy hus-
band, Dan and transition into other things the Lord has 
for her.

Honoring Nancy Lewis 
was Jackie Clay, a teacher 
in the elementary school 
since the early seventies. 
Jackie shared many stories 
of the friendship and help 
Nancy had shown her, par-
ticularly when she left for a 
season and then returned 
to PCES. Nancy was strick-
en with a heart condition 
last school year and has 
been in everyone’s prayers 

since then. Nancy will continue to be involved in the 
education of children as the Lord calls her.

All three of these wonderful ladies have served the 
Lord here at Portland Christian Elementary School for 
21 years. Many Alumni have sat under their teach-
ing and now have their own children at PCES. As one 
Alumnus said, “These are excellent teachers who truly 
love children. They are faithful, consistent, and have 
impacted kids not just for 21 years, but for eternity.” 

In his closing remarks, Mr. Buck said, “God is good 
all the time. All the time, GOD is GOOD.”

PCES SAYS FAREWELL TO THREE LONG-TIME TEACHERS
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As the school 
year draws 
to a close, we 
often reflect on 
the milestones 
accomplished 
through teach-
ers, mentors, 
parents, and 
friends. These 
are special 
people who 

have helped us and our children 
achieve success. I would like to 
share with you some of my reflec-
tions regarding one special person 
who has impacted my life.

Some twenty-odd years ago, this 
man crossed my path and made a 
distinct spiritual impression and a 
“learning” on my heart. I’ve never 
forgotten the truth he spoke and 
taught. This man loves God and his 
family deeply. He has a passion for 
children and their learning. God has 
kept this passion alive in this man 
for over 40 years.

Bill Gibbons is this man’s name, 
and we at Portland Christian are 
blessed to call him our “Superin-
tendent.” Bill has had a long history 
with PCS. Each of his children is 
an alumnus: Stacy (1987), Jen-
nifer (1990), and Dawn (1991); His 

wife, Beverly, spent countless hours 
as a volunteer for over ten years. 
The company Bill started in 1971, 
HOSTS (“Help One Student To Suc-
ceed”) provided a learning program 
at PCES during the eighties.

Prior to 1971, Bill had been a 
teacher and administrator for 15 
years. At that time, God used Psalm 
103:21, “Bless the Lord, you His 
hosts, You ministers of His who do 
His pleasure,” to begin to move Bill’s 
heart in a new direction. After much 
prayer and soul-searching, Bill and 
Bev started HOSTS, with the goal of 
simply improving student learning. 
The program has made a huge dif-
ference in the lives of many children 
by teaching them new ways to learn. 
Terri Flikkema (83) states, “I would 
say HOSTS gives an opportunity 
to focus individually on a child’s 
unique learning style and help them 
to grow and learn according to that 
uniqueness.”

Bill’s starting market for HOSTS 
was the I-5 corridor through Oregon 
and Washington and later expand-
ing into Texas, Ohio, Michigan, and 
Florida; to include 44 states in all. 
Today, the HOSTS program has 
helped millions of students suc-
ceed at learning. It is based on the 
foundation principle that learning 

involves community and compre-
hensive planning to ensure student 
improvement.

Bill’s #1 goal for the HOSTS 
Corporation was to “Honor God” 
in all things, in all ways, and in all 
purposes. God chose to bless these 
efforts as HOSTS was honored 
on the national level during three 
presidential administrations and as 
a leader in the No Child Left Behind 
legislation. Now, God has affirmed 
that Portland Christian is the place 
He has called Bill and Bev to serve 
and to lead.

My fellow alumni, please join me 
in prayer for this man of God who 
cares deeply for the children and 
staff of Portland Christian Schools. 
He seeks the depths of the Word 
daily while praying hourly for God’s 
guidance with each step he takes. A 
team player, Bill wants the world to 
hear and know the vision God has 
given him for PCS.

You never know where Bill 
Gibbons will show up –maybe at a 
reunion, maybe through a phone 
call, maybe at a baseball game or a 
school event. But there is one thing 
you can know -- he will be wearing a 
smile and praising the LORD!
–Annette Ayers (82) Johnson,  
Development Director

A  M e n t o r  a t  t h e  H e l m

The Portland Christian Board of Trustees and the 
members of the Portland Christian School Society said 
farewell to long time Board Chairman, Greg Seifert and 
member Fred Douglas at the Annual Society Meeting 
held in the high school lecture hall in April. Replacing 
these two men are Jason Lay of Lay’s Construction in 
Clackamas and Tim Brunner of Axis Design Group in 
Portland. The children of both these men attend the 
elementary school.

The members of the Board and their positions are as 
follows:
Terri Bunnell Flikkema (83)	 Board Chairman
Dr. Carol Workman		  Vice Chair of the Board 
Scott Sonju			   Secretary of the Board 
Jeff Arntson			   Treasurer of the Board 
Anna Hall (87) Quarum	 Chair of the Ed. Comm. 
Diane Mitchell, Jason Lay, Tim Brunner

PORTLAND CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS BOARD of TRUSTEES
Elected at the Annual Meeting of the Society
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The Alumni Office is always avail-
able to assist with class events. 
Please contact Jeanne Lampi at 
jeanne.lampi@pcschools.org or call 
503-880-4603 if you are interested.

1956-57
Classes of 1956-57 will reconnect 
again this summer on August 16 
at Oregon City Park, 11:00 am. For 
more details, contact Karon Stoller 
(57) Trommlitz at mktrom@msn.com.

1958
50 Year Reunion to be held on 
Saturday, September 27th at the 
OLD COUNTRY KITCHEN on SE 
Stark Street in Portland. Please 
share this information with any 
members of the class you might be 
in contact with. There are still a 
few classmates for whom we don’t 
have contact information. Call Carol 
Thompson Gilbert at 503-254-6629 
for further information. Written in-
vitations will be forthcoming. 

1959
TO ALL MEMBERS of the CLASS 
of 1959: Save the date of Septem-
ber 19, 2009 for our 50th Portland 
Christian High School Graduation 
Celebration. It will be held in Port-
land. Watch for more details.

1961
50 Year Reunion is in the planning 

stages. Contact Lyle Dick at kuck-
oo4ever@yahoo.com with ideas and 
offers of help searching for class 
members for whom we don’t have 
information on file.

1962
Annual Reunion to be held on July 
26th at the home of Bill and Marie 
Trout. watrout@hotmail.com.

1968
40 Year Reunion to be held on Sat-
urday, September 27th at 6:00 pm, 
in the PC High School Cafeteria. 
Please contact Donna Bowling at or-
webfoot@msn.com or Donna McKin-
ney Root at DCRDLR@gmail.com.

1973
35 Year Reunion to be held July 
18th and 19th. Meet for Dinner at 
the Quay at the Red Lion in Van-
couver at 7:00 pm. A picnic BBQ is 
planned at the home of John and 
Trina Larson at 9909 NW 4th Ave. 
Vancouver, WA 98685. Contact John 
Larson at jclremodel@yahoo.com or 
360-576-7959 for further informa-
tion or if you haven’t received the 
information that was mailed out.

1978
30 Year Reunion to be held on 
August 9th at the home of Bruce 
Breckenridge. The reunion begins 
at 4:00 pm with s BBQ in the early 

evening. If you have not been con-
tacted with this information by the 
time you receive the REALS, please 
contact Bruce at bbreckenridge@
gmail.com. 

1983
25 Year Reunion to be held on 
September 20th. Details to be an-
nounced. Please contact Pam Dirks 
Halvorson at 503-255-0473 if you 
would like to help or need more in-
formation. Invitations will be out the 
first part of July.

1985-1990
This fantastic annual reunion for 
the classes of 1985-1990 was held 
on June 21st at the Sandy River Air 
Park. A write-up will appear in the 
Fall edition of the REALS.

1993
15 Year Reunion. Interest has been 
shown in having a 15 year reunion. 
Contact the Alumni Office if you 
wish to help plan this event or email 
jeanne.lampi@pcschools.org.

1998
This reunion was held at the Per-
simmon Country Club in Gresham 
on June 27th followed by a picnic at 
the Westmoreland City Park on the 
28th. A write-up will appear in the 
Fall edition of the REALS.

REUNIONS, REUNIONS, REUNIONS

In August of 2007, Mark took a one-
year leave of absence from PCS to assist 
in the administration of a postsecond-
ary university preparatory school in 
Qatar. After completing his work in 
Qatar, Mark returned to his duties as 
Portland Christian’s Business Manager 
on the 2nd of June. 

Mark is delighted to be home and back 
at PCS, and Sandy, Mark’s wife, is defi-
nitely glad to be back home to one of 
her all-time passions: gardening. 

Welcome home, Mark and family!!!! 

Portland Christian Schools Welcome Back 
Mark Johnston



Check out our website at
www.pcschools.org. 

Tell your friends to look up
this edition of the REALS

under the alumni tab!
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KEEPING IN TOUCH
We want to keep our alumni database current.This updated information will
allow us to inform you of upcoming alumni events and class reunions. Please
update your information on the web at www.pcschools.org, or send an e-mail
to the e-address listed below or fill out this form and mail it to:

Portland Christian Schools
ATTN: Jeanne Lampi
12425 NE San Rafael ST
Portland, OR 97230

Phone: 503-256-3960 ext.267
Fax: 503-256-2773

e-mail: jeanne.lampi@pcschools.org

Thank you for helping us keep our Alumni database current.

NAME:                                                      MAIDEN NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY:                                                        STATE:            ZIP:

PHONE: CLASS OF:

E-MAIL:

The REALS is the official publication of the Alumni Association of Portland Christian Schools and is sup-
ported by the gifts of Alumni and Friends. We are grateful not only to those who have sent gifts, but to 
those who send us information to share with others. Many classmates have been reconnected through this 
vehicle. We also thank our readers for articles sent to the editor for inclusion in the REALS. These are read 
and enjoyed by over 2000 recipients. Gifts in any amount are GREATLY appreciated and needed to keep 
this publication going. Your ideas for improvement of the REALS are also gratefully received and consid-
ered. Gifts and other correspondence may be sent to: Portland Christian ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, 12425 NE 
San Rafael St, Portland, OR 97230. All gifts will be immediately receipted and, unless otherwise requested, 
donor names will be listed in the following edition of the REALS. Thank you, The Editorial Staff


